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One of the big complaints about the
digital music revolution is the loss of
tactile experiences like thumbing
through a CD booklet and spinning a
disc. A new mode of music delivery,
known as DDA, plans to bring back the
physical format with a digital twist —
albums are sold on a USB stick
containing MP3s plus bonus artist-
related content.

siclives

Australian company D:Net Media launched
the format on December 1 with a focus on
the extra content found on each DDA stick.
Such features include promotional videos,
song remixes, interviews, press releases,
biographies, photos and lyrics. There are
also online features such as artist forums,
live news updates and a Facebook
application. New artist content is automatically downloaded each time the USB stick is plugged in.

The DDA website

Five DDAs are now available in stores: Sneaky Sound System's 2; Grafton Primary's EON; Sift The Noise
by Skipping Girl Vinegar; the ARIA award-winning Gurrumul from Geoffrey Gurrumul Yunupingu, and an
Australian compilation called Home Grown Roots Volume 3. All cost about the same price as their CD
equivalents and are available at Leading Edge, HMV, Virgin and Sanity outlets.

The initial release is regarded as a test marketing period, with more DDA titles becoming available in the
next few months.

As for whether we're in for another format war, the DDA4me website is bold: "we see the DDA as being a
huge part of the next phase of music evolution," says the FAQ.

Does DDA sound good to you, or would you prefer plain digital downloads? Let us know in the
comments below.
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